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Editorial Note. 


After a lapse of some months without any news from Eastern 
Szechwan, a batch of letters and “ Station Notes *’ has come in 
at the end of May. This explains the late appearance of this issue 


of the “ Bulletin ” and the inclusion of TWO letters from Bishop 


Bevan. No letter has been received from Bishop Song since the one 


‘printed in the January 


Letters from Bishop Bevan. 


Bishop's House, 
Chithsien, Szechwan. 
West China. 
January [5th, 1942. 
Dear Fried of the Diocese. 

For close on a month we have been back here in 
Chiihsien and done no travelling. The other day [ was 
asked how long it would be before I got restless for the 
road again. One could not be so rash as to reply, Never, 
but it has seemed great not to have to start out on a journey, 
especially in the cold wet weather we have been having. 

To-day has, for a change, been beautifully bright, 
though cold in the house. It is getting late in the afternoon 
and the sun is setting behind the hills. The middle doors, . 
the panes of which are all covered with paper except for 
one sheet of glass miraculously left unbroken after the 
bombings, are open and from my study table I look out. 


over the verandah and the sloping roof of the house 


opposite to the beautiful spreading banvan trees 1n the 
grounds of the old yamen a quarter of a mile away, and 
a low pointed hill the other side of the river, crowned by a 
new surveyor’s beacon, said by the uninitiated to be an 
anti-aircraft gun, or a mark to guide the planes. The 
further mountains are shrouded in typical Szechwan winter 
mist. Two distant cocks are answering each other and 
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from the streets come the’ cries a a. children playing. 
Such a peaceful environment! But can one’s heart be at 
peace? I have but to shift my position to look out over 
acres of broken bricks and tiles out of which shattered walls 
stand up here and there like jagged rocks out of the sea. 
Away through the mist that covers the hills, the mind’s 
eye can see a fierce action being fought in Malaya. The © 
drum-fire of guns in front of Jedabia ‘one fancies that one 
can almost hear. The stench of war is present to the mind 
if not to the senses. One of our fellow-workers in a 
postscript to his letter, expressed perhaps the feelings of 
most of us, “Isn’t the news foul?” he wrote, “it almost 
makes me feel that I want to go and help.” Down in 
the hearts of most of us there is such a sense, but God has 
set us here and our work. is not finished yet. Here is 
perhaps a new missionary hardship : we are always.a little 
conscious of being out of things, but never more than at a | 
time like this. 
- Here its another episcopal hardship. Travelling 1S 
‘wearying perhaps, but sometimes it cannot compare for 
hardship with staying away from some places in their times 
of need. Letters come: this one is sick; another is tired; 
‘one is sorrowing, another is depressed; there is friction; sin 
has come to light. So it has been with regard to Lang- 
chung. One after another the workers have been falling 
sick. First Dr. Broomhall with light typhoid again; Mrs. 
. Ellison with bronchitis so that the doctor has had to put 
her off all work and order rest; Dr. Armstrong, on his 
arrival there, instead of helping has to take to his bed with 
_ fever; Mrs. Stead is tired out, and, to add to all her 
troubles as housekeeper in such difficult days, has had to 
suffer the dismay of seeing three cows and five calves of the 
Langchung herd, for which she is responsible, carried off 
by plague—a serious loss when there is no other milk supply 
and the little babies and children are dependent on them. 
One longs to go and see one’s friends in such a case and 
help them through. But all these trials must be fruitful, 
or would a loving Father allow them? If they be part 
of the permissive will of God, then we should find them 
“ good and acceptable and perfect ”—as “ acceptable,” in 
fact, or “ well-pleasing ” to us, as our presentation of Fon 
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bodies as a “ living sacrifice” is to God. ‘It is this thought 


of the fruitfulness of trial that is one’s great comfort at 


such times as this. .For some time I have been convinced © 
that the missionaries are the key to the renewal of the whole 
work in the diocese because we are those who have enjoyed. 
such inestimably greater privileges. Thank God for every- 
one among us who is pressing on, “ preparing the way of 
the Lord.” Such trials are all part of the preparation, for- 
‘“chastening . . . afterward yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to those who are exercised (or, put into 
training) thereby.” I say that I believe we are the key 
to the renewal, but when it comes we shall be—to change 
the -metaphor—only the hidden foundation and it is our 
Chinese friends whom God will use to do the work. 
Perhaps you will ask if there are signs of the coming 


of this renewal. Along with evidence, ever increasing in 


its clearness, of the need of such spiritual renewal, there 
publicly. I feel, however, that the friend concerned, who 
is not likely to see this, would forgive my giving the details 
of his case to you. One of our fellow-workers, very hard 
pressed financially, asked for a year’s leave about twelve 
months ago, to engage in a bit of Government service 


_ where the monthly salary was far more than he would get 


each quarter in his church work. Some of us pleaded with 
him not to leave God’s work for even a year, but he felt 


he must. Last summer I met him and he seemed very 
unhappy, and said that it was his intention to return at 


the end of the year. Some time before the period of his 
leave was up, he wrote to me saying that he was resigning ~ 
his post and asking for re-appointment. Just before the 


resignation- was. due to take effect, the war in the Pacific 


broke out; making our financial position even more in- 
secure. I wrote to him about this, receiving yesterday the 
following reply : : 

“On January Ist I finally left the Salt Administration 
and on the 2nd returned here. This was my fixed deter- 


mination just like Ezra ch. 7, v. 9: ‘On the first day of the 


first month began he to go up from Babylon.’ On the 
evening of the 2nd I received your letter of December 23rd 
regarding the great difficulties ahead of us. This was no 
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surprise to me. When Japan made war on Britain and 
_America I immediately realised this difficulty, but at the 
same time had the revelation of the will of God in my 
heart, that unless I left the Salt Administration I could 
not get peace. So I determined hereafter, throughout life, 
to live a life of faith, even as now I have definitely 
resigned from the Administration without anything to rely 
on, knowing for sure that the Lord will provide. More- 
over, just at the time I left, salaries and bonuses were being 
raised. [I return to my Church and take up my ministry | 
| again gust at this time of crisis, but am not dismayed nor 
anxious, believing that this crisis will soon be passed, be- 
cause I know that anyone who enters the ministry ought not 
lightly to change his occupation but fulfil his vows to the 
very end, giving his whole life to the ministry. So no matter 
what difficulties lie ahead, I believe that God's gracious 
hand will help me. Please do set your heart at rest about 
me and again please pray for me. I am just waiting now for 
_ your appointment to my future wor 


_ May God indeed bless our hicithise and .work out in 
him all we desire for ourselves. In closing may I use the 
words of a blessing of three thousand years ago: “ The 
Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, the Name of the 
God of Jacob defend thee . . . grant thee thy heart’s desire, 
and fulfil all thy mind.” 7 | 


February fem 1942. 
Dear Friends of the Diocese, 


As I am sending this month a translation of a iets 
from Bishop Ku, in addition to a brief article which I asked 
Mr. Lloyd to write on the East Szechwan Book Club, as 


well as the usual notes from the stations, what I have to 


say myself must be compressed into a small compass. 


: For some time the Diocesan Association has been con- 

tributing towards the stipend of the Assistant Bishop and 
we are most grateful for this help as well as for the con- 
tributions for my discretionary use. To the Honorary 
Treasurer I have sent an account of the use of all funds 
which have been received direct from him and’I leave it to 


>. 
‘ 


Mr. Wenham to use his discretion in making a report to 
you. Bishop Ku is now growing old and his health is not 
good, but from his long experience of the work of the 
Diocese he is able to give very valuable advice to us who 
now have to bear the executive burden. For the two 
Archdeacons, with whom this burden is shared, I do indeed 
thank God; they are men of spiritual experience and a > 
devotion which is an example to us all. From them I hope 
to send letters before very long. Archdeacon Ts’ai has 
just returned to his family at Tahsien after a long autumn 
visitation followed by a trip to the wilds of Wanyuan 
(Taiping). Archdeacon Wang did not travel so widely in 
the Northern Archdeaconry, but spent over a month in > 
Langchung giving a much-appreciated course of lectures 
in the Bible Institute. He has just returned home to find 
his litfte daughter Yiiin-fang (Everlasting Fragrance), who 
is just twelve, in very poor health; it seems as if the child 
were going into a decline, and the wise 98 of their ew 
losing her makes us all very sad. 


This article on the Book Club I send as giving an 
insight into one side of the missionary’s life and needs. 
Without suitable reading we get stale and narrow in our 
outlook. At different times over the last ten years I 
have made the suggestion of such a Book Club, but ‘never 
before had the “ powder ” to get it going. It is filling a real 
need and is much appreciated by all the members, who are 
very grateful to Mr. Lloyd for running it so energetically 

and efficiently. 


Letters from here and there in the i come from 
day to day telling of perplexity and trial, but I feel that all 
these things are only part of the discipline preparatory to 
blessing. Thank God, there come, too, stories of progress 
and encouragement as you may see from the Notes from 
the various stations. God has not forgotten and never will 
forget us or you. | 


Yours in Christ’s Service, 
K. G. BEVAN, | 
Bishop. 


| 


Translation of Bishop Ku’s Letter. 


To our friends in Christ in Great Britain, brethren, 
whom having not seen we love; may the God of all the 
earth, the Lord of Hosts, grant grace and peace to you 
all. I fully believe that the great purposes of God even 
through human faults and failings still can step by step | 
fulfil His wonderful Will at the appointed time. Take for 
example China and the Church of China, which in this 
period of the greatest difficulty, have all unobserved made — 
such progress. It is obvious that it is our only wise Lord 
Who has upheld us in this our slow advance. 

‘As one thinks back over the events of the last thirty 
years, from the human standpoint they all seem to have 
- been extremely unfortunate. From the time of the Revolu- 
tion (1911)—to speak only of this corner of Szechwan— 
there have been several hundreds of outbreaks of civil war. 
In this period we have suffered the oppression of the mili- 
tarists, the destruction wrought by the Communists, 
opposition of students, and the air attack from the Japanese. 
In these four great calamities our premises have been burnt 
or forcibly occupied and looted, our workers have been 
insulted and driven out; schools have been repressed or 
closed, and innumerable things of this kind so hard to 
bear have occurred, while there is a fear now which has not 
passed away, that of enemy aeroplanes. Apart from these 
misfortunes wrought by man, there has been more wide- 
spread and more serious calamity, namely, two years of © 
famine. If we investigate the agricultural products of this 
province we find that for two years there has not been a 
full harvest and though we cannot say that famine con- 
ditions exist, still, because of Japanese pressure upon neigh- 
bouring provinces, refugees to Szechwan have more than 
doubled the population; while because of conscription our 
. Strong young farmers have gone to the front and agricul- 
ture has been further affected. For these two reasons prices 
have risen and risen, till rice and grain have reached a — 
hundred. times their normal price. To give a practical 
example, in past years five dollars was ample for one 
month’s board, while now at the very lowest standard of 
_ living a spergon: needs one hundred dollars a month for 
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bare existence. If « one of our Chinese fellow-workers has 
six in the family, each month he needs six hundred dollars. 
In the whole diocese there are twenty-one pastorates. C 
men and women salaried workers there are only twenty odd, 
but this burden is not light. If salaries were given accord- 
ing to need then the figure would be tremendous. The 
Treasurer can only give out what he has (this is of course 
much more thanin previous years). Just when finance was 
proving éven more of a problem, your welcome gift came, 
truly bringing a peace which passes understanding. Not 
only do we thank God but we ought to be grateful to you 
for your love. In this time of war the losses of your 
honourable country have been considerable and the burden 
of taxation heavy. That while both we and you are in this 
environment of war, we have yet received this token of 
sympathy from you, certainly increases our joy and 
strengthens our friendship. So in the name of my fellow 
workers I send our thanks for your love, trusting that our 
fellowship in the Lord may form a companionship through 
tribulation, both being involved in war, and that we may 
together fight against this evil influence (power) and gain 
the final victory, winning peace for the world and a> 
guarantee for the weaker nations; that the Cross of Christ 


may be uplifted till men throughout the world know only 
love. KU-HO-LIN. 


: The East Szechwan Missionaries’ 
Book Club 


This" organisation, despite its ponierbus title, has. 
been a going concern now for a year or more. The idea 
- was mentioned years ago but until the present difficulty in 
communications became widely felt nothing was done. The 
present secretary, living in a remote station with a small 
library of his own, became desperate for lack of suitable 
‘up-to-date literature and wrote to another missionary offer- 
ing the loan of several books in exchange for some of his. 
Then the Bishop took the matter up and the scheme for a 


$ 


general PET SE of books was drawn up. The success of 
the idea, and its popularity, give some notion of the wide- 


spread desire for suitable literature. About 85 per cent. 
of the missionaries in the diocese are members. 


_ Perhaps it may surprise some to know that mission- 
aries have time to read books, other than their Bibles! 
It is just those who are engaged in full-time Christian work 
on the mission field who appreciate most heartily the half- 
hour of relaxation over a good book, or a topical volume, 
- @ humorous “ Penguin” or a few well-written short stories. 
Some of us read while travelling ‘along the winding roads 
(Bishop Holden always had a book with him on his long 
journeys to read while trekking up ‘hill and down dale); 
others enjoy the relaxation of reading during the hot 
summer months, or the long winter evenings. Remember | 
that we have no wireless, nowhere to go for refreshment 
or relaxation after the work of the day is over, and naust 
-make our own small pleasures. 


The plan is simple enough; each member submits a 
list of books he is willing to lend to the Secretary, who 
collates the lists received and issues to each member a 
catalogue. Members then choose the books that they wish 
to read and inform the Secretary, who makes out a list 
of the names of the would-be borrowers, which is slipped 
into the volume concerned by the owner and posted off 
to the first name on the list; when all who wish to see it 
have read the it is returned the jest to the 
owner. 


Finally, as a sila note, may. I say that, had it not 
been for the Book Club, life would have been much harder, 
patience in face of problems and courage in face of 
difficulty much less easy and, I believe, the work as a whole 
much less effectively performed. The humorous books help 
us to face trials with a smile; the devotional books give 
us new zest for God; the missionary biography a wider 
view of the Great Field which is the world; the account of 
modern affairs a greater ability to pray for all on this poor 
earth, who so sorely need all the help that we can give. 


TOM E. LLOYD. 


Station Notes... 


Day 1. 
The expected nurse, Miss Ma, disieniee of old Pastor 

Ma of Yingshan, has come to the hospital and has started 
work, while Archdeacon Wang’s second son has arrived 
to begin his training as a dispenser. 
The Rev. G. H. Aldis writes: “I hope to be able to 

run another students’ D.V.B.S. these coming holidays. A 
few lessons which I have been taking in the Middle 
School the last two weeks will, I hope, be useful in this 
respect. On the last day of the Old Year, two students 
from the Silk Improvement place at the end of the street 
came in for a talk, and it seems evident that the Holy Spirit 
is really at work in their hearts. I have known one of them 
for a long time, and until recently he has been quite opposed 
to the Gospel. The other was the same, though I did not 
know him before. Now they want to become Christians, 
and we have had already three times of study together. 
There are several others in this school whom I used to 
know when they were smaller, and I pray that this may 
be the start of something in their hearts too. I expect you 
will have heard already of the military hospital to be opened 
here and of Dr. Chang’s hope that we will undertake regular 
evangelistic work there. This should bea fine opportunity.” 

Dr. Maddox writes. from the Langchung Hospital : 

“We were glad to welcome the Armstrongs (B.C.M.S.) just 
before Christmas and Miss Shu-yuan, a graduate nurse, on 
January Ist. On the whole, the month (December) had its 
fair share of troubles and blessings. Mr. Liu came to 
break off opium; his conversion seems to have been more 
real than many. His home is about 30 li from Sintientsi 
and he had heard the Gospel before without making any 
response. He is a man with some authority in a small way, 
and he has returned with the determination to witness to — 
his family and neighbours.” s 
Day 2. Tsien-fuh-ch’ang. 
All this district is faced with famine owing to the 


failure of last year’s crops. Please pray for a good spring 
harvest in April and May and for prorennt t for the Cara 


tians these hard months. 
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Day 3. IThung; Tanishan. 

Please pray for provision for the Orphanage. Their 
crops also failed, partially, and by Christmas their supply 
of grain was finished. Brigandage is on the increase owing. 
to these famine conditions, but happily the Orphanage is 
known not to be wealthy. At the meetings held by Arch- 
deacon Wang at Tanishan, one or two of the girls at the 
Orphanage seemed to be touched, and it was thought that 
the time might be ripe for some special meetings there 
during the Chinese New Year holidays in February. The 
suggestion that these mae be held came from the girls 


themselves. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan; Chaohwa. 


Here also the Christians are faced with tionine. 
especially in the Chaohwa’ region. 


Day 5. Pachung. | , 
Pastor and Mrs. Liao will be returning to live in the 

city and carry on the work from there while Mr. and Mrs. 

Lloyd are in Langchung. 


A very successful series of meetings: for leaders of all 
the country churches was held just before Christmas, led 


_by Mr. Liao and Mr. Lloyd, 1 Cor. xv., 58 being made — 


the theme of the conference. A Women’s Conference was 
held in December also, of which Mrs. Lloyd sends a report: 
“We had a very enjoyable and encouraging three days of 
meetings in the country home of Pastor Liao, some 30 li 
away. Over 30 men, women and scholars met for a 
welcome meeting on the Friday morning, and following the 


_ dispersal of the men and some of the schoolboys, the 14 


women and I spent some time in getting to know each other, 
having very simple conversation. about the Gospel, and 
learning a text and chorus, this last feat being by no means 
easy to many! A few of the women are Christians, others 
have heard the Gospel for a while and show signs of con- 
version, but badly need simple teaching; the remainder 
had come for almost the first time and found it all rather 
strange but managed to learn at least one verse of Scripture, 
if all else escaped them. Some went home for Gate but 
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others stayed all the afternoon, when some newcomers 
turned up; and so we continued informally learning and 
conversing about the things of God until dusk. After supper 
Mr. Liao conducted evening prayers attended by about 20. 
_ people. Saturday was wet and bitterly cold, so many could 
not face the steep, muddy hillside paths; but about eight 
women arrived for my morning meeting with the school- 
boys and teacher. Later, others braved the weather and 
joined us, including some to whom the Gospel is still very 
new. Mrs. Liao helped me with the teaching, and her — 
intimate knowledge of each woman was a help. There 
are some for whom I know she has had a burden for a 
long time. At dusk, I gathered the school children for a 
-sing-song—or rather, a ‘ shout-song "—and after supper over 
- 20 of us met in a large friendly circle round the fire, my 
‘message being followed by some further searching words 
by the Pastor. The teacher has been studying his Bible 
much lately, and is believed to have found the Lord, he 
and his wife having been much influenced by this. On 
Sunday, only the Pastor tackled the steep and muddy road 
-over to the regular outstation where about 20 met for the 
‘service and about seven for the Communion service which. 
followed. Meanwhile, I had a service at the Liaos’ home, 

attended by 28—a very encouraging number, more than the - 
‘city church had that day. Later, Mrs. Liao escorted me 
to neighbouring Christians’ houses scattered about the hill- 
side below; and that evening, still larger numbers met round 
the fire and another opportunity was given to pass on the 
Message. Thus closed three days of very happy and encour- 
-aging fellowship with these country 


6. Nanpu; Fu-tsun-yi. 

- Pastor An is leaving the work in this ditrict. where 
he has laboured so faithfully, and it is probable that the 
- Rev. David Hsii will take his place. In December, the 
““Vineyard’””’ weekly meetings for young people were re- 
‘started. Each week the activities vary—Bible Class, Dis- 
-cussion Class, Personal Witness and Prayer Meeting, and 
_ Free Night. On Christmas Day, one lady from the coastal 
provinces, who had been a candidate for some months, was 


‘Dbaptised—the baptism of the year. 
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Day 7. Yingshan. 

Mr. Sadler and Dr. Gray visited one or two country 
churches for medical evangelistic work. Some years ago 
the work at Peh-shu-ya suffered a great reverse when the 
Seventh Day Adventists won over most of the Christians; 
but there are now signs of new life at this place, thank God, — 
and Christmas was celebrated when Mr. Sadler vated them 
on December 27th. 

Miss Parsons writes: “ This last Sunday we started 
a four-days’ Bible School for teen-age boys and girls, the 
germ-thought of the effort going back to the days, when 


- Miss Allen and Miss Warren were here. . . . With Mr. 


Ch’en Wei-chen here from Sinchenpa, Dr. and Mrs, Gray, 
Mr. Sadler and myself, we felt there would never be such 
an opportunity again to try out a D.V.B.S., so, in spite of 
lack of experience, we took the plunge, and the results were 
good. Nineteen boys and six girls came every day for 
three days. All except three were children of Christians; 

they could read, and were between ten and“sixteen years 
of age. The majority live at a fair distance and, owing to 


school, are often unable to get here to church on Sunday, 


still less to Sunday School. Four boysalept here, and Dr. 


Gray took morning prayers, letting the boys lead the 


worship. Mrs. Gray took singing, and they learned the 
new rendering of the Te Deum. Mr. Ch’en took the Bible 
lessons each day from the Book of Daniel. The daily Gospel 
talk on ‘ Things a Christian ought to know,” Mr. Sadler, 
Mr. Ch’en and I took in turn. We also shared out the 
games period, half an hour each morning and 15 minutes 
each afternoon. I also took Scripture Memory, Bible 
Geography and Handwork. In the last class, they coloured 
texts, made a game for teaching the Books of the Bible, 
and also made a cut-out model of Joseph. I do not know 
who enjoyed the D.V.B.S. more, the boys or I! Certainly it 
was a grand opportunity. One testified to having found 
the Lord during the meetings, and several who were His 
before were helped and sivengthen 


Chowkow. 

Old Mr. Ho, who was evan velist me. has retired. 
Mr. Sadler has arranged for a young man named P’t . 
Ming-tao to lead the services. ) | 
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Day 8. 
_. News having been received that Archdeactia. andl Mrs. 
Denham, whom we were expecting to return to this place 
were definitely prevented from sailing from Australia, some 


re-arrangement of personnel in other centres will be needed 
to meet the need. Archdeacon Wang’s travelling will be 


curtailed by the financial situation, so he should be able to 


give more help. Mr. Siao Tong-fan, the blind deacon, has 
been able to return to the city now that air raid alarms 
are so much fewer. His daughter, a graduate nurse, is 


working in the C.M.S. Hospital at Mienchu, and his son is 


just finishing his course in a Government wireless operators’ 


‘school and should shortly receive an appointment. Our 


associate missionaries from the Continent had a most re- 
markable provision recently. After being cut off for a 
long time from support from home, just in the nick of 


time before banking communications with Shanghai were © 


severed, they received a large remittance which had been 
on the way for over a year. Praise God for His timely 
aid. Miss Schroder writes: “ Only a few days after Miss 
Buege’s return from an outstation trip, we started our 
short-term English school for senior students. We hope 
in this way to help the finances of our little school for next 
term. About 60 students, boys as well as girls of all grades 


from the first year of the Junior Middle to the last year of | 


the Senior Middle are attending, and we have quite a busy 
and interesting time with them all. On Sunday afternoon 
we invited them for English singing, and guite a number 
have learned to sing ‘Who is on the Lord’s side?’ Of course, 
we invite them over to church too, and many of them heard 
the fine messages that Agchdeacen wang gave these last two 
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A new thing here is the forming of a School Committee 
with Archdeacon Wang as Chairman and a Dr. Tu as Vice- 
Chairman. Young Mr. Ren (son of Mr. Ren Ching-an) 
is the Principal of the School. A doctor and a University 
student to whom the ladies teach foreign languages have 
promised voluntary help in teaching. The missionaries are 
on the Committee. 


14 


Day 9. Kwangan. 


Mr. and Mrs. Davis continue to have ‘ina oppor- 


tunities among young people. 


Day 11. Kuan-in-koh. 

Please pray for the Rev. Chao Teh-seng, who feels 
somewhat lonely in his work here and has recently been 
anxious Over private family troubles. 


Mr. Mulrenan writes from Tai-shih-ch’ang : ““ We have 
attempted something among our Sunday School children 
three days a week, for three weeks, in the afternoons. I 
have a set of pictures on the life of Joseph, and the story 


is gripping their attention in a very marked way. We only 
get about six attending, but they are coming very regularly. 


I have also had some morning English classes three days a 
week for Middle School boys, using a piece of composition 
which was got out two years ago when we had English 
classes in Kwangan, entitled ‘The greatest Man that ever 
lived.’ Four boys have come regularly this week and two 
more have been twice.” 


Day 12. Chithsien. 

The Sunday School seems to be growing, and there 
are other indications of increasing life in the work, which 
has suffered severely through the break-up caused by air 
raid alarms, now, fortunately, very few. A young woman, 
who hopes in the autumn to enter the Bible Institute, has 
been engaged by the Church as a student-evangelist. 


_ Three days of meetings were held for young people 


connected with the church, and proved a very happy time; 


nine came and, with the workers, formed a house party of 
thirteen. The day started with early morning prayers led 
by Pastor Chang. After breakfast there was a session for 
a series of three Bible readings, followed by singing, and 
then lectures on revival. In the afternoon we met again 
for lectures on ““ How to study the Bible,” followed by the 
reading of a striking autobiography of a Chinese Christian 
business man. After that we played games—ping-pong 
and bean-bag—and the day ended with a gathering in the 
sitting room when handwork was prepared for the coming 
D.V.B.S. This D.V.B.S. was also a happy time. About 35 
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-children, boys and girls, came every morning for a week. 


The time was divided into five sessions, singing, Gospel | 
poster lecture, games, Bible classes and handwork. They 
proved busy mornings, but well worth while. One result 
which we did not expect is that now all the children who 
live on the North Street have been taught to play “ Nuts 
in May” by a small enthusiast who attended regularly. 


Day 13. Tachu. 

Jean Simmonds is growing rapidly stronger, and is 
now able to walk. Miss Keay, who has been nursing her 
in her convalescence, has now gone on to Tahsien to con- 
tinue her language study. 

In Tachu, too, the most has been made of school holi- 
days by holding D.V.B.S.; but here the older children have 
been reached, one being arranged for the senior girls at the 
Middle School and one for senior boys. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Simmonds was taken ill, but Mr. Harris and Mr. 


_Adeney carried on bravely in spite of limited language. 


Day 14. Tahsien. | 

Miss Hsii, whose old home is at -Renshihpu,_ an 
important market on the main road between Tahsien and 
Liangshan, paid a visit to it with Miss Ch’en, making it an 


-evangelistic effort, and the Lord blessed them with con- 


versions in the home and on the market. This particular 
district is a stronghold of idolatry, particularly of a sect of 


Taoism. Some old women broke their vegetarian vows. 


Visits were paid to other markets, and interest was aroused. 
An important temple, dedicated to Kuan Lao Yeh, draws 


worshippers from many counties, especially during Ching 
_Ming (early April) and it is hoped that the Ta-Liang-Kai 


churches may combine at that season for a good evan- 
gelistic effort in that district. The two ladies met with one 


old man who remembered a campaign of more than 40 | 
years ago led by Sir Montagu Beauchamp with his famous 


text ! 
On Christmas Day three men and five-women were 


baptised as well as three infants. On the following Sunday, 


two men and five women were received as catechumen. 
Mr. Chao Tze-fan has been working round the Sanching- 


~miao district, and has been starting small meetings for those 
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at. some distance from the market who have grown cold. 
through not being able constantly to attend services at the: 
church on the street. 

Mr. Skinner writes : “ We welcomed Miss Keay at the- 
beginning of the month. It has been an encouraging month,. 
with surprisingly good attendances for such cold weather. 
Two Christians from other parts have been contacted and. 
linked up. Three more English classes for Middle School: 
students are being run for the vacation period,” 
Suanhan. | 

Archdeacon Ts’ai has just returned from a visit to 
the Suanhan and Wanyuan churches, but with the exception 
of one church he is not able to report much progress. 


- In Suanhan city, services are held regularly but attendances. 


are poor. At Chingchich’ang ‘two new men have been 
added and the old leader, Mr. Chu Chi-an maintains his 
bright witness: Pastor Ch’en Nan-ih, in visiting Hsiapakeo: | 
a month ago, caught a chill and has been seriously ill. It 
is doubtful whether he will ever be fit for strenuous work 
again. A few months ago the Suanhan magistrate publicly 
criticised the church in Hsiapakeo because of an act of 
discourtesy by a church member towards himself, and also: 
because another was in opposition to the local officials. 
This has had an adverse effect upon the church, and some. 
of the weaker members have back-slidden. A co-operative 
effort in spinning and weaving by church members of this. 


district is being successfully run. Last year ten modern 


spinning wheels were constructed, and for some months 
a little factory has been running. Weaving machines have 
been added and now that the outlay has been covered,. 
there should be good profits in the future. The Pehmiaoping 
Church made a good effort at Christmas time, raising — 


$500 for various objects. 
Day 15. Wanyuan. 


Here the church is split into three factions, and no’ 
progress can be made under present conditions. Moreover,. 
the Church property is occupied by public offices albeit 
provision is made for Sunday services. The sad thing is. 
that there is good opportunity amongst the official and 
educated class, among whom are Christians from other 


| 
3 
+ 
& 
| 
; 
i 
a4 
¥ 
4 
i 
‘ 
i 
j 
} 
& 
H 
4 
4 
f £ 
i 
t 
} 
i 
i 
t 
i 
ten 


17 


parts whom the local church cannot and does not wish 
to attract. Please pray for a spirit-filled leader for this- 


church. 
Day 16. Liangshan. 
_ The Sunday afternoon Bible class for educated men,. 
started before Christmas, continues, though numbers are’ 
small. Miss Lo Hsin-ch’uen has been doing good work in. 
the city.and on market days has had attentive crowds 
in the Preaching Hall. Some of the children from the- 
Orphanage have gone to live at Pinchinpu, the quarters. 
at the farm at Lo-tu-chai being rather cramped. Miss. 
Smith lives out at the farm and has many doors opened 
to her through her medical work. In the city they are- 
becoming increasingly conscious of the need of Revival. __ 
Tienchiang. 

Mrs. Williamson writes : —‘* We have had a very good. 
time out at Kaotan. Wonderful opportunities for 
preaching the Gospel and those ready to receive it. One 
household turned to the Lord and rejoiced in burning their: 
idols. The first member of the family to believe came to: 
the Lord three years ago and has been a keen Christian.. 
Ever since she believed she has exhorted and prayed for her’ 
family. . . . She asked prayer for her family and an old 
woman took this on her heart and constantly prayed for 
them. The Lord has heard prayer and this time at Kaotan. 
we were invited to stay at their house and they confessed. 
faith in the Lord. It has been a great joy and strength to the- 
faith of the daughter who first believed and to the old soul 
who was faithful in prayer. We had a wonderfully encourag-- 
ing yearly meeting (in the city). Building the new church was. 
introduced in a round about way and thereupon the. 
Lord opened the hearts and the pockets of the Christians 
gathered together. One said ‘Lets build this year.” 
Another said ‘Ill give $100,’ another, ‘ I'll give $500,’ and’ 
so on, until from that small number of a dozen or so,. 
over $1,000 was raised in less than 20 minutes. Surely an: 
answer to our prayers. Building this new church has been. 
_ put aside for so long, one and another difficulty presenting: 
itself; but when the Lord moves hearts, difficulties. 


disappear.” 
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Mrs. Williamson also writes: “Praise the Lord for 


Wlessing at Muhanch’iao, the work is growing and several 
‘more have been added to the nucleus since our last visit. 


‘One of the women, Mrs. Li, a very rough and ready young 
soul has been doing quite a good work, teaching the women 


their books. She originally couldn’t read a word herself 


‘but she has often come into the city and spent hours 
‘pegging away at characters so that now she can help others 
with simple reading. She has also got the folk together 
for Sunday service, which has been on very simple lines 
-of course. She has now gone to live in Tachu. In one 
‘way it is good as she will get spiritual help and will take 
‘every opportunity for increasing her knowledge in the 
‘Word and in learning to read; but the Muhanch’iao women 
feel lost without even an inexperienced shepherd. Our 
visit there was full of opportunities and several new 
believers have been.added. Two couples and three women 
‘seem genuine. A tailor and his wife had a real experience 
of the Lord’s grace and power. I had not been on the 
‘market many minutes before Miss Wang came in a great 
‘state of agitation; could I help this woman? She had been 
in labour for two days, all the midwives plus a few older 
‘folks had been called in to assist (or otherwise !) accom- 
‘panied by all kinds of idolatry and still nothing happened. 
“The mother was desperate, talked about hanging herself and 


the father was crying. We exhorted and comforted the 


‘woman, gave necessary treatment, and within an hour the 
‘baby was born before a very amazed audience! ‘ See what 
the True God can do’ they said. This resulted in the 


husband and wife clearing out all their idolatry and truly © 


believing and witnessing. We had daily opportunities of 


_ ‘talking and praying with this woman. Fortunately she can 


read a bit so was able to memorize choruses quickly and 


got hold of the tunes ‘amazingly well so she should be a’ 


help with the work on that market if she goes on with the 
Lord .... We want to go out again soon. Oh! that God 


‘would raise up a leader for that work.” 


‘Day 17. Kaihsien. 


This parish has always been the ‘wealthiest in the 
diocese; but they are facing difficult times now through 
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the defaulting last year of one of their tenants, and this- 
year they have heavier responsibilities in that they have 
four students at the Bible Institute for whom they are 
partially responsible. Pray that this time of testing may 


only deepen and strengthen their faith in God. 


Went’angtsing. 


Miss Lucas writes: “I feel that the work is truly being. 
pulled round again. One man is definitely coming with a 


desire to learn and there are a good few of the Salt Gabelle 
men who come now and then and have brought Testaments. 


.... A very nice lady friend comes to me in the after- 
noons, either to go visiting with me or to stay in the house; 


we study the Word and pray and if time ‘we do some: 


sewing.’ 
Mr. Wang Ming-hsioh also writes cheerfully and hopes 


to go further afield to unreached markets in the spring. 


From WESTERN SZECHWAN come the following 
further notes : 

Western ‘Genii’ Annual Meetings.—As it was. 
impossible to hold a full Synod owing to the expense, 


Bishop Song called together an enlarged Standing Com- 


mittee at the end of January last. Here are some points 


which may be of general interest :— 


During 1941 the Diocese received more help from abroad’ 
than ever before. In spite of war conditions in England, 
C.M.S. has increased its grant. The American Episcopal 
Church has sent a most generous gift to the Church of 


_ England for missionary work, and of this, £300 has been 


assigned to the Diocese for 1941 and an equal sum for 
1942. The Australian Church, in response to an appeal 
made by Bishop Song during his visit to that country last. 
summer, sent £200. There was also an unexpected gift 
from -Diocese of the Upper Nile; and Mrs. Lutley’s 
mother collected $500 (gold )for the sppemspae of the Pi- 
fang-kai premises. _ 

Nor has the Chinese Church been bhekwait! in rising 
to the financial situation. In 1941, $7,000 was contributed 
to the self-support fund, which was considerably more- 
than was contributed in 1940. In addition, $1,000 was. 
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<sent to the Diocese of Shensi which is entirely supported 
by the Chinese Church. Besides the Self-support Fund, 
individual parishs are encouraged to raise local endowment 
‘funds; Mienchu has taken the lead in this, a group of 
«Christians having already bought some land for $8,000 for 
.the Church and collected $3,000 with which to build .a 
-house on it. In such cases, the property is vested in the 
Diocese and the income from it is used for paying workers 
in the parish which has raised the fund. At the meeting, 
precautions were taken to ensure that such endowments © 
should be rightly used, and that individual Church members 
should not gain too much authority in the management of 
_.them. But-in spite of these increases in support both 
from China and abroad, the financial situation is still far 
.from satisfactory. The Church workers now get a larger 
salary than they did last year, but the Diocese still finds 
it necessary to allow them to supplement their incomes 
_by taking outside work... | 
- Discussion of finance leads naturally to the discussion 
of personnel. There are three sources from which the 
‘Diocese draws its staff—the local churches, other provinces, 
and abroad. The number of workers from abroad has 
-decreased in recent years, and this process has been 4 
accelerated by the war .... The Diocese is also unable 
_for various reasons to use many workers from other 
“provinces; so the main source of supply is the local Church. 
Unfortunately, there are not many young people who feel 
called to this work. The most encouraging feature in the 
‘situation is the growth of the Union Theological College. 
‘We may hope that it will not only provide a good training 
for Church workers, but also by its high standard attract 
~more men and women with a suitable education to offer 
themselves for the ministry. Two members of the College 
_ Staff came to speak to us in the course of the meetings, 
-and another led the Quiet Day with which they closed. 


22. Chongpa. | 
__ The Rev. Chang Poh-ai tells of a wedding he took 6. 
‘miles out in the country. The next day being Sunday, he 
‘held a service in the house which was attended by the 
. : guests, many of whom were non-Christians. 
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‘Day 23. Mienyang.- 

The Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Rudd have arrived after a 
long and arduous journey from England. From Rangoon, 
they came up the Burma Road in a lorry which was bought 
there by C.M.S. and sold in Chengtu. Mr. Sherwood 
“writes about the village of Sin-tien-tsi which he visits every 
week. The services are held in the house of a man who 
was once an ardent Buddhist but was converted. through 
reading the New Testament 12 years ago. He started 
reading it in order to prove it false, but ended by becoming 

a Christian,and has remained true ever since in spite of 
persecution. Five people in that village have become 
Christians as a result of his life and witness. Miss Jackman 
thas been appointed to live with Miss Belcher for her 
second year of language study. 

. . Synod in February gave permission ‘for the Sinan’ . 
‘School, reopened by Miss Chen at Feng-ku-chin last 
September, to return to Mienyang, where it is hoped that 
the School may get many more scholars and do more 
-effective work. | 


Day 24. Anhsien. 

The Yo Teh Middle School is also to move back to 
Mienyang in the autumn unless there are raids this year. 
Miss Belcher has returned to Mienyang this term to take 
charge of the Primary Department which did not move 

ao Anhsien. Miss Is. full-time school 
work for this term. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 

On Christmas Day there was no feast, but the money 
collected was sent to help in the rebuilding of P’i-fang-kai 
<hurch. At the morning service, a series of tableaux was 
‘presented. Members of the congregation, including a 
number of nurses from the hospital, represented the 
Nativity scenes, while Scripture passages. were read and 
-carols sung. Those who took part entered into the spirit 
-of the service as an act of worship. The church was filled, 
| ‘chiefly by non-Christians, who were surprisingly quiet. 
An account ‘of the endowment fund which was raised 
‘by a group of Christians under the leadership of the Rev. 
S. E. Tuan is given above. 


> 
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Dr. Knights came to operate on Deaconess Stewart at 
the beginning of March. She has made satisfactory 


progress. 


A breakdown in the negotiations with the Provincial 


Health Administration with regard to the staffing of the 
hospital has unfortunately made it necessary to close this. 


temporarily, doctors being at present unobtainable. 


Shihfang. 


Since the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins, the con- 
gregation is altering its character. About half now consists 
of young women teachers who have had no previous con- 
tact with the Church, most of whom have been introduced 
by the er 3 of the New Life Movement Women’s Group. 


Day 26. Tehyang. | | 
Miss Fugl writes: “Once more Chinese New Year 
has come round with its vast opportunities for proclaiming 
the love and saving power of our blessed Lord to outsiders. 
On New Year’s Day the church was full from morning 
to dusk, and during the days following we had a good | 
number of people into the preaching hall. One man said 
to me: ‘All that you have preached this morning is 
correct; it is all in these books.’ With these words, he 
produced ‘out of his pocket the Gospels of St. Mark and 
St. Luke and said he had two more Gospels and the Book 


of Genesis at home. He seemed to have read them carefully 


and with much understanding. I pleaded with him to go 
one step further and accept Jesus as his personal Lord and — 


_ Saviour. I hope that we shall see him one of our Church 


members before long. At the New Year’s vestry meeting, 


_ it was nice to see some of the younger members coming | 


forward to take responsibility, and we hope that it may 


| be a blessing to them as well as to others.” Hy 


Day 27. Hanchow. 


Archdeacon Donnithorne was taken ill at Conference 
time and for several weeks was treated in the house of Dr. 
and Mrs. Knights in Chengtu. He has now returned home 
for convalescence. One,of the recent converts is a scholar 
of the old régime. “He is often to be found in the public 
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feading room, where he constantly ialks about the Gospel - 
to the people who come to read the newspaper. 

The Church Dispensary was reopened over a year ago. 
Between 30 and 40 patients come each morning, and the 
nurse is kept very busy with midwifery cases in addition 
to the ordinary dispensary work. Please pray that those 
who come for treatment may get to know the Lord Jesus. 


Day 28. Sintu. 

- The friendly relationships which Miss Jones has 
- established with the Military Academy continue to bear 
fruit. Several more young officers were baptised last 
November. 


Day 29. Chongkiang. 

Miss Elder writes: “In former days we used to hear 
about rice Christians; nowadays, so generous are the people 
in bringing gifts that we might talk of the fruit and 
_ vegetable missionaries! In the short, dark days, the number 
of people in church is always less than in the long, light » 
days. The country people, who have four to ten miles 
to walk to church, cannot easily get there in time for 
service. Then, everyone is busy trying to get a day’s work 
done in between dawn and dark. The little vegetable 
lamps, which missionaries too are obliged to use now, do 
not give much light, and the oil is very dear. It is often 
not possible to have classes before church, as those who 
come only manage to arrive in time for the service. We 
hope to get back to normal when the longer days come; 
for we prefer to call the busy hum of book learning and 
dividing into classes the normal. Women’s Missionary 
Service League meetings are held quarterly, and there is 
usually a good attendance of town women; country people 
cannot manage to come in twice in the week. Good interest 
is shown in these meetings and money is subscribed for 
various good works. At Chinese New Year time, we hope 
to distribute some rice to the . poorer members of the 
congregation.” 

A band of young women belonging to Madame 
Chiang’s Social Service Corps came to the town recently, 
and the Church Vestry held a welcome meeting for them. 
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I Somé are already Christians and two, who had heard the 
ig Gospel previously in Hanehow and Sintu, were baptised 
_ last autumn. Arrangements have been made for those 
who can to come to a weekly Bible Class. 


Day 30. Chengtu. 

| Within five weeks of the bombing last July. St. John’s 
Church was repaired sufficiently for services to be con- 
tinued, and the congregation, which had laregly dispersed 
to the surrounding country districts, started to return. There 
is now a small choir, organised by a student from the 
Theological College; and the evening Evangelistic services 
have started again. 


Personal Notes. 


The Rev. D. N. Sargent arrived safely in Cape Town 

* towards the end of April, and was married to Miss Imogene 

Ward on May 2nd. Prayer is asked for them as -they 

continue their journey in the mops of getting through to 
Western China. 


Mrs. J. W. Rudd has been ill with typhus fever, but was 
making a good recovery. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Duddington have arrived in 
California, where Mr. Duddington was _ undertaking 
parochial work at St. Clementi, but was still hoping it might 
be possible to come on to England. 


Miss S. Lewis, Church Army worker under the C.MLS., 
was married on October 23rd last to Mr. W. Picton, of the 
C.1.M. 


Bishop Bevan was planning to hold two Missionaries’ 
Conferences, one at Chiihsien from April 12th to 19th, and 
the other at Paoning ( Langchung) from April 26th to 
May 3rd. 


The Rev. A. L. Crockett, on furlough in Canada, has 
entered the Air Force there as a Chaplain, 
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The Rev. K. C. Phillips is still in England, in the 
R.A.F., and having great opportunities among the men. 


Mr. R. Harper has gone to Chungking to assist in the 
new C.I.M. Headquarters there. | 


Mr. N. C. Pateman is also in Chungking, Acting Secre- 
tary of the Headquarters staff. 


The Rev. E. A. Sadler has been — Assistant 
Superintendent for Eastern Szechwan. 


The Rev. W. L. L. Knipe, one of the pioneers of the 
work in Western Szechwan, who retired some years ago, 
and was Vicar of Great Strickland, near Penrith, died 
suddenly in January last. | 


Miss M. E. Goudge, another retired C.M.S. missionary 
from Western Szechwan, died on April 4th, after many 
months of illness. 


Just as we go to press, news has been received of the 
passing of Miss Gertrude E. Wells, who has been lying 
seriously ill in the Mildmay Mission Hospital, London. 
_ Jt is hoped to write more fully about her in the next issue. 
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Prayer Cycle. 


LaSTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS'IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 

KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 

YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 

KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

. KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 

. TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 

. WANHSIEN. | | | | 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU) YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


CP 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 

20.’ MOWCHOW. 

21. P'ING-WU (LONGAN). KIANGYU. 
22. CHONGPA. 

23. MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 

24. ANHSIEN. _ 

25. MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. 

26. TEHYANG. : 
27. HANCHOW. 
28. SINTU. | 

29. CHONGKIANG. 

30. CHENGTU. | 

31. UNOCCUPIED PLACES, 


| 
4 
q 
g : 
‘ 


27 


Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


Let Us Thank God 
For the lives and service of the Rev. W. L. L. Knipe and 


Miss M. E. Goudge. | - 


For signs of the spiritual renewal for which so sibel prayer has 
been made in East Szechwan; and for s stories of progress and encour- 
-agement in many places. 

For His blessing on the various Daily Vacation Bible Schools 
‘and other ,special meetings which have been held. 


For new opportunities among students in Chengtu and among 
‘other educated young people; and for some conversions among them. 


For restored health for Jean Simmonds and Mrs. Rudd. 


For all the financial help which it has been possible to send to 
both Dioceses, even in these war days; and for increased efforts 
towards self-support in several of the local Churches. 

- For journeying mercies granted to Bishop and Mrs. Houghton, 
to the Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Rudd, and to the Rev. D. N. Sargent. 


Let Us Pray 


For the districts facing famine conditions; and for ail who 
have to meet special financial difficulties owing to the war and to 
‘the steadily rising cost of living in Western China. 


For the results of all the special Chinese New Year efiorts in 


evangelism. For God’s blessing on the work planned in a specially 


idolatrous district near Tahsien in April last. 
For revival in the Suanhan and Wanyuan Churches. ~ 
For the necessary medical staff to re-open the Mienchu 
Hospital. | 
For God’ on the proposed Day of and Gifts. 
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N. B. P’ingwu Kiangyu, in the of Western are stations of the C.I. M. 
Church rveed representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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